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BOOK REVIEWS 

Text Book op Materia Medica for Nurses. Compiled by Lavinia 
L. Dock, R.N. Revised in accordance with the ninth decennial 
revision of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia. Seventh edition. 315 
pages. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. Price, $1.75. 
This is the seventh and best edition of the book which has given 
so many nurses their first A B C's of the subject. The contents of 
the text, which is indexed, includes well chosen discussions of other 
related topics, such as the metric system, new and interesting changes 
in the last revision of the United States Pharmacopoeia, and Electro- 
Therapeutics and Radiology. 

One of the best features of the last edition is the organization 
of the subject matter according to the anatomical systems of the body, 
an arrangement which is helpful to the student nurse in correlating 
Materia Medica with other sciences. 

On the other hand, the following are points which one might 
wish to take into consideration when selecting it for a text ; first, there 
is no illustrative material ; second, information regarding pathological 
conditions for which drugs are prescribed is reduced to a minimum ; 
and, third, the text is rather elementary for the use of our better pre- 
pared students. Nevertheless, in spite of a few errors, the book con- 
tains a wealth of material, is well organized and it will meet better 
than ever the needs of many schools. 

Mary M. Marvin, R.N., 
Instructor, Simmons College, Boston. 

Preventive Medicine and Hygiene. By Milton J. Rosenau. 1567 
pages. D. Appleton and Company, New York. Price, $10. 
This large and valuable treatise is well known to our nurse in- 
structors and should be in every school of nursing reference library. 
The new edition, the fourth, includes much new material of special 
interest and value to all public health nurses and, of course, that 
means all nurses who are working for community health. The edition 
of 1917 was called by Dr. Rosenau a special or military edition, pre- 
pared to meet the needs of an emergency. This last edition might 
very well be called a peace time contribution to the cause of public 
health. 

The sections on Communicable Disease, Immunity, Food, Air, 
Water, Personal Hygiene, Disinfection and the Laboratory Course, 
will probably be of greatest value in the preliminary courses of our 
nursing schools; while those dealing with Public Health measures 
and methods, Mental Hygiene, Vital Statistics, Sewage and Refuse 
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